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Kanazawa Sites Overview 

 

The name Kanazawa, which literally means marsh of gold, is said to have originated from a legend 

that the peasant Imohori Togoro washed gold dust in a local marsh. It is also said that the name 

originated from the fact that the present Kenrokuen Garden area was called Kanazawago and 

Kanazawanosho in ancient times. 

Around the middle of the 16th century, the Buddhist Ikko sect set up a religious government in 

Kanazawa. In 1583, Maeda Toshiie, the top retainer of Hideyoshi Toyotomi who reigned over the 

whole country, entered Kanazawa Castle. The Maeda family governed Kaga (presently Ishikawa 

prefecture) for 300 years over the 14th generation henceforth. 

During this period, the Maeda family was treated as the second greatest daimyo (powerful feudal 

ruler) next to Tokugawa Shogun (the central governor). The family's financial power based on the 

harvest of rice was invested in the promotion of culture and learning. This led to the development 

of a number of traditional high cultures and activities including handicrafts (e.g., Kanazawa gold 

leaf and Kaga Yuzen), subtle and profound activities (e.g., the tea ceremony and Noh theater), and 

gastronomic cultures (e.g., Kaga cooking and Japanese sweets). These cultures and activities have 

been handed down to this date. 

During the modernization of Japan in the Meiji period (from 1868), Kanazawa was left behind the 

industrial development of Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya. Therefore, Kanazawa changed from a leading 

big city in Japan to a base city in the Hokuriku district. Kanazawa escaped war devastation in World 

War II. Therefore, historical streets coexist with a development zone including modernistic 

buildings in the city area. 

The City of Crafts and Folk Art UNESCO appointed Kanazawa to the Creative Cities Network in June 

2009. UNESCO launched the Network to promote the international cooperation and exchange of 

each city in the world that develops creative and cultural industries. The Network has seven 

categories, i.e., Cities of Crafts and Folk Art, Design, Film, Gastronomy, Literature, Music, and Media 

Arts, and Kanazawa was appointed UNESCO City of Crafts and Folk Art.1 

 

 

 

 

 

1 From History of Kanazawa 

https://visitkanazawa.jp/bestofkanazawa/history
https://visitkanazawa.jp/bestofkanazawa/history
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1) Omi-cho Market 

Hours: Vary by individual shop; typically, 9:00 to 17:30 

Closed: Closing days vary by shop, but many shops are closed on Sundays, national holidays or 

Wednesdays, as well as during the New Year holidays. 

 

Omicho Market (ự  ◕ ȟ wÍÉÃÈę )ÃÈÉÂÁɊ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ +ÁÎÁÚÁ×ÁͻÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÆÒÅÓÈ ÆÏÏÄ ÍÁÒËÅÔ ÓÉÎÃÅ 

the Edo Period. Today, it is a busy and colorful network of covered streets lined by about 200 shops 

and stalls. While most shops specialize in the excellent local seafood and produce, you can also find 

flowers, clothing, kitchen tools and more on sale. 

 

Although the market is most exciting during the morning hours, it also gets quite busy around noon, 

when tourists and locals arrive to have lunch at restaurants inside the market. It is not unusual for 

lines to build in front of the popular restaurants, many of which specialize in rice bowls topped with 

fresh Kanazawa seafood. 
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Omicho Market Map 
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2) Oyama Shrine  

 

Hours: Always open 

Closed: No closing days 

Admission: Free 

 

Oyama Shrine ( , Oyama Jinja) is dedicated to Maeda Toshiie, the first lord of the powerful, 

local Maeda Clan. The shrine was constructed in 1599 by Toshiie's successor, Maeda Toshinaga on 

Mount Utatsu. It was later moved to its present location. 

Oyama Shrine is known for its unusual gate, which was designed by a Dutch architect, using 

elements of European and Asian religious themes. While the first story displays a mixture of 

Japanese and Chinese influence, the upper stories once served as a lighthouse and feature a Dutch 

style, stained glass window. 

The gate originally guarded the entrance to the palace of Kanazawa Castle, and was only later 

moved to Oyama Shrine. On the shrine grounds stands a statue of Lord Toshiie. There is also a nice 

strolling garden with ponds and bridges, designed to resemble harps and lutes. 
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3) Nagamachi Samurai District  

 

Nagamachi ( ) was a samurai 

district located at the foot of the 

former Kanazawa Castle, where 

samurai and their families used to 

reside. The area preserves a historic 

atmosphere with its remaining 

samurai residences, earthen walls, 

private entrance gates, narrow lanes 

and water canals. 

One of the main attractions of the district is the centrally located Nomura-ke, a restored samurai 

residence displaying the lifestyle and artifacts of the era when samurai were prosperous. In 

contrast is the Shinise Kinenkan Museum, a restored pharmacy displaying the lives of the merchant 

class which rose in prosperity as the samurai declined. 

The district has a few other museums and restored structures, as well as a number of shops and 

restaurants scattered throughout. Below is list of some of the attractions around Nagamachi: 

Nomura-ke 

Centrally located in the Nagamachi District 

Hours: 8:30 to 17:30 (until 16:30 from Oct through Mar) 
Closed: December 26 and 27, January 1 and 2 
Admission: 550 yen 
 
A restored samurai residence with a beautiful, small garden. The Nomura were a high ranked 

samurai family who, like many other samurai, went broke when Japan's feudal era came to an end 

with the Meiji Period. 

Shinise Kinenkan Museum 

5-minute walk south of Nomura-ke 

Hours: 9:30 to 17:00 (entry until 16:30) 
Closed: No closing days 
Admission: 100 yen 
The Shinise Kinenkan is a restored shop of the Edo Period. Once a prominent pharmacy, it now is a 

museum that also shows local Kanazawa crafts. 
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Maeda Tosanokami-ke Shiryokan 

5-minute walk south of Nomura-ke 

Hours: 9:30 to 17:00 (entry until 16:30) 
Closed: No closing days 
Admission: 310 yen 
 
This museum is dedicated to the Maeda family who once ruled over the region around Kanazawa. 

The museum features samurai armor and other relics of the Maeda Clan. English audio guides are 

freely available. 

Ashigaru Shiryokan Museum 

5-minute walk north of Nomura-ke 

Hours: 9:30 to 17:00 
Closed: No closing days 
Admission: Free 
 
The ashigaru, or footsoldiers, were the lowest ranked soldiers of the samurai class. This small 

museum consists of two reconstructed homes, which illustrate the relatively austere lifestyle of the 

ashigaru. 

Kaga Hanshi 

2-minute walk north of Nomura-ke 

Hours: 9:30 to 17:00 
Closed: No closing days 
Admission: Free 
This preserved building was previously a stable that housed horses. Today it contains a nice 

strolling garden in the middle of the Nagamachi district. 

Nagamachi Yuzenkan 

5-minute walk northwest of Nomura-ke 

Hours: 9:30 to 17:00 
Closed: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, December to February 
Admission: 350 yen 
 
Nagamachi Yuzenkan stands on the site of a former samurai house and is now a silk painting 

workshop open to the public. Visitors can observe the artists as they mix colors and paint beautiful 

designs on silk. 
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4a) Nishi Chaya District  

 

A chaya ( , lit. teahouse) is an exclusive type of restaurant where guests are entertained by 

geisha who perform song and dance. Kanazawa has three well preserved chaya districts, 

Higashi Chayagai (Eastern Chaya District), Nishi Chayagai (Western Chaya District) and 

Kazuemachi. Each of the three districts has its own charms and mix of shops, cafes and chaya 

restaurants. 

 

The Nishi Chaya District ( , Nishi Chayagai), is a compact area just a short walk from 

the Ninja Temple. It is much smaller and quieter than the Higashi Chayagai and has just one 

attraction open to the public: a museum, the Nishi Chaya Shiryokan, which displays the history 

of the district and is a meeting place for free tours of the area (Japanese only). 

 

Nishi Chaya Shiryokan 

At the southern end of the district 

Hours: 9:30 to 17:00 
Closed: No closing days 
Admission: Free 
 
This converted chaya houses a museum with a model tearoom and an exhibition about the history 

of the district. 

 


